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Circular No.01/02/11

Sub: Transparency in Tendering System

There have been instances where the equipment/plant to be procured is of
complex nature and the procuring organization may not possess the full knowledge
of the various technical solutions available in the market to meet the desired
objectives of a transparent procurement that ensures value for money spent
simultaneously ensuring upgradation of technology & capacity building.

2. The Commission advises that in such procurement cases where technical
specifications need to be iterated more than once, it would be prudent to invite
expression of interest and proceed to finalise specifications based on technical
discussions/presentations with the experienced manufacturers/suppliers in a
transparent manner. In such cases, two stage tendering process may be useful
and be preferred. During the first stage of tendering, acceptable technical solutions
can be evaluated after calling for the Expression of Interest (EOI) from the leading
experienced and knowledgeable manufacturers/suppliers in the field of the
proposed procurement. The broad objectives, constraints etc. could be published
while calling for EOl.  On receipt of the Expressions of Interest, technical
discussions/presentations may be held with the short-listed
manufacturers/suppliers, who are prima facie considered technically and financially
capable of supplying the material or executing the proposed work. During these
technical discussions stage the procurement agency may also add those other
stake holders in the discussions who could add value to the decision making on
the various technical aspects and evaluation criteria. Based on the
discussions/presentations so held, one or more acceptable technical solutions
could be decided upon laying down detailed technical specifications for each
acceptable technical solution, quality bench marks, warranty requirements,
delivery milestones etc., in a manner that is consistent with the objectives of the
transparent procurement. At the same time care should be taken to make the
specifications generic in nature so as to provide equitable opportunities to the
prospective bidders. Proper record of discussions/presentations and the process of
decision making should be kept.






