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MINISTRY OF LAW, JUSTICE AND COMPANY AVTALRS
C(Eapslative Peayportment)
New Delhi, the $th Janwary, 19949/ P 18, 1920 (Saka)

THE CENTRAL VIGILANCE COMMISSION ORDINANCL, 1999
(Noy, 3 op 1999)

Promulgated by the President in the Forty-ninth Year (Jf the Republic of
India.

An Ordinance to provide for the canstitution of a Central Vipilance
Commission (o inguire ar eause inquiries to be conducted into
offences alleged to have been committed under the Prevention ol
Corruption Act, 1988 by certain categorics of public servants of the
Central Government, corporations est ablished by or under any Central
Act. Government companies, o ietiess and local authorities owned o
controtled by the Central Government and  for matters connected

therewith or muduml (hereto.

WHEREAS (he Centeal Vigilanee C ommission Ordinanee, 1998 was promulpated by the

President on the 25th day ol August, 1998

wae amended by proimlpation of the Central

AND WHEREAS the anid Ordinanee
{998,

Vipilonee Cominission ( Aracndmoenty Ordinance, 19U on the 27t dav ol October,
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ANMD WHEREAS the Central Vigilonee Comnnission Bill, 1998 1o replace 1he aforesaid
Oidinances was inlteduced in the House of the People an the 7th day ol Deceraber

1998 but hins not yet been pasaed,;

AND WHEREAS Porlinment is oot in seasion and the President i satistied that
circumstances exist which render it necessary for him (o take immediate nction (o give

cllcet to the provisions of the aforesaid Bill;

NOW, THEREFORE, in cxcreise of the powers conferred by clause (1) of article 1220 of

the Constitution, the President is pleased to promulpate the following Ordinnnee: -

CHAPTLR 1
PRELIMINARY

Shoct title ‘ L. (/) 'This Ordinance may e called the Centeand Vipgilance Commission Ordinanee,
and com 1999,
mencement,

(2) 1t shall be deemed 1o have come into foree on the 25t day of Aupust, 19986,
Delinitions. 2. In this Ordinance, unless the context otherwise requires,--—

() “appointed dny” menns the date o which the: Commission is constituted
under subscetion (1) of scelion 3,

(b) “Central Vigilangs Commissioner” means the Central Vigilance Commissione
appointed under sub-scetion (/) of section 4

(¢) “Commission™ menns the Central Vipilanee Commission constituted wader
sub-scction (1) of scction 3;

() “Delhi Specinl Police  Establishment” means  the Delhi Special Police
Establishment constituted under sub-scetion (1) of section 2 of the Delbi Specinl Police
Establishment Act, 1946;

(¢) "preseribed’ means preseribed by rules made under this Ordinanec;

() “Vigilance Commissioner” means a Vigilance Comiissioner appointed under
* sub-scetion (/) of scetion 4. :

CHAPTER 11
THE CENTRAL VIGILANCE COMMISSION

Constitution 3.(1) With effeet from such date ns the Central Government may, by notification in
of  Centenl  the Official Gazelte, appoint in this behall, there shall be constituted o bady 1o be
Vigilanee known as the Central Vigilanee Commission o exereise the powers conletied upon, nnd
Com- o perform the funetions assighed 1o it under this Qrdinance.

mission.

(2) The Commission shall consist o=
(a) u Central Vigilanee Comunizsioner — Chairperson;

(1) not more than four Vigilance
Commissioners P Maoembers.

() The Central Vigilnuee Commissioner and the Vipilanee Commissioners shadl D

pppointed from amongst persons —
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yte) who have been or nie in an all-Indin Scrvice or in any civil service ol the
Union or in a civil post wder the Union having knowledge and experience in the
matlers relating (o vigilance, policy making and administration  including  police
administration; and
(£) who have held office or arc holding office in a corporation estublished by oc
under any Ceatrnl Act or o Government company owned or controlled by the Centenl
Qov-:.nuncnl and persons who have expertise and expericnce in finance including
insurance and banking, law, vigilance and investigations:

Provided that, (rom nmonpst the Central Vigilonce  Commissioner and  the
Vigilance Commissioners, not more than three persons shall belong o the category of
persons relered to cither in clause (u) or in clause (b).

() The Central Government shall sppoint a Sceretary to the Commission on such
terins and conditions as it deems it 1o excreise such powers and discharge such dutics
as the Commission may by regulations specily in this behall.

(5) The headqguarters of the Commission shall be al New Delhbi.

4. (1) The Centml Vigilance Commissioner and the Vigilance Commissioners shall be
appointed by the President by warrant under his band and scal:

Provided that every appointment under (his sub-sewtion shall be made nfter obtaining
the recommendation of o Committee consisting ol -

(@) the Prime Minister o= Chairperson;
(/) the Minister of Home Alfais Member,
(¢) the Leader of the Qpposition

in the House of the People — Mcembxer,

(2) No sppointment of o Central Vigilance Commissioner or a Vigilance Commissioner
shall be invalid merely by teason of any vacancy in the Commilice.

5. (1) Subject to the provisions of sub-scetions () and (4), the Centrnl Vigilanee

Comniissioner  shall hold office for a teon of four years {rom the date on which he
cnters upon his office or Gl he attains the age of sixty-five years, whichever is carlicr.

(2) Subjeet to  the provisions of sub-sections  (3) and  (4), cvery Vigilanee
Comtnissioner shall hold office for o term ol three yeats from the dnte on which he

enters upon his ollice or il he ntiains the nge of sixty-live yens, whichever is entlicr,

() T Centnl Vigilanee Commissioner or oo Vigilanee Commissionet shall, belore he
chlet: upon his ollice, make and sulecribe belore the President, or same
appointed in that behall by hime an osth or allinnation acconding 1o the fonm set oul

P('lf\'f)n

for the putpose in the Schedule.

(6 "the Central Vigilanes Commissioner or 8 Vigilanee Commissioner may, by wiiting
undee his hand addressed o the President, resipn his office,

(5) The Centeal Vigilance Commissioner or a Vigilance Commissioner may be removed
from his office in the manner provided in sceetion 0.

(6) OQu censing to hold office,
Vigilanee Commissioner shall be incligible for-

the Centrel Vigilance Commissioner and cvery other

Appoint-
ment

ol Central
Vigilonee
Came
missioner
and
Vigilance
Con-
missioncrs.

Tenns  and
ather
condilions
ol scrvice
of Central
Vigilonee
Com-
missionet
iyl
Vipilnnee
Comnii-

antonets.
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(a) renppointment in the Commission;

(b) Twther employment (o any office of prolit under the Governiment ol Indin or
the Government of o State.

(/) The snhnry and alfowances payuble to and the athel conditions ol sewvice ol

(1) the Centml Vigilance Commissioner shall be - the same ax those of the
Chairman ol the Union Public Service Commission;

() the Vigilanee Commissioner shall be the same as those ol o Member ol the
Union Public Service Commission::

Provided that it the Central  Vigilance  Commissioner or  any Vigilance
Commissioner is. al the time of his appointment, in reeeipt of a pension (other than »
disability or wound pension) in respect of any previous service under the Government
ol Indin or under the Government of a- Stale, his salary in respeet of the service as the
Central Vigilance Cominissioner or any Vigilance Commissioner shall be reduced by e
amount of that pension including any paortion of pension which was conmuted aord
prision cquivalent of other Torms of retirement benetits excluding pension cquivalent
of retirement gratuity:

Provided further that the salary, allowances and pension payable o, and the other
conditions ol service of, the Central  Vigilance  Commissioner or any Vigilance

Commissioner shall not be varicd to his disndvantage after his appointnent.

1, (1) Subjeet o the provisions of sub-seetion (3), the Central Vigilanee Commissioner
or nny Vigilanee Commissioner shall be removed from his office enly by order of the
Fresident on the grovnd of proved misbehavioar after the Supreme Coutt, on a referenee
made to it by the President, has, on inguiry, reported that the Central Vigilanee
Commissioner or any Vigilance Commissioner, as the ease may be, ought on such
ground  be removed,

(2) The President may swspend from oftice the Central Vigilunee Commissioner or any
Vigilance Commissioner in respect of whom o relerence has been made 1o the Supreme
Court under sub-scetion (/) until the President has passed orders on receipt of the report
of the Supreme Court on such reference. .

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-scetion (1), the President may by order
temove (rom olfice the Central Vigilanee Commissioner or any Vigilance Commissioner
it the Central Vigilance Cominissioner or sueh Vigilanee Commissioner, as the case
may be,—

(a) is adjudped an insolvent or

() hes been convicted of an olfence which, in the opinion ol the Cenual
Governnent, involves moml turpitnde; or

() capages during his term of olfice in any paid cmployment oulside the dnties
ol his ollice; or

(efy is, in the apinion of the President, unlit 1o conlinue in oflice by reason ol
infirmity of mind or body; or

(¢) hes acquired such (inancial or othet interest as is likely to alfect .pnjimlivit'li)
his funetions as o Central Vigilance Commissioner or a Vigilance Commnissioner.
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(4) I the Central Vigilance - Commissioner or any Vigilanee Commissioner is or
becomes in any way concerned or interested in any contract or ngreement made by or
on behall of the Government of Indin or participates in any way in the profit thervol or
in any beaelit or cmolument arising therelrom otherwise than as o wember nuel in
cotmmon with the other members of an incorporated cotmpany, he slaldl, for the parpose:.
n_f ;\ll»-:;(:clinn (1), be deenied to be guilty of misbehaviour.

7. The Centenl Government may by rules mnke provision with respeet to the numnber
of members of the stalf of the Commission and their conditions of scervice,

CHAPTER 11l
FUNCTIONS AND  POWERS OF THE CENTRAL VIGILANCE COMMISSION

8. (/) The functions and powers of the Commission shall be to-—

() exercise superintendence aver the functioning ol the Delhi Special Police
Establishment insofar as it relates to the investigation of offences alleged to have
been commilled under the Prevention of Corruption Act, 19885

(h) inquire or eause an inguity or investigntion to be made on a reference made
by the Centrnl Government whereia it s alleged that a public servant being an
cmployee of the Central Government or a corporation established by or under any
Central  Act, Government company, society and any loeal  authority  owned  or
controlled by (hat Governinent, has committed an offence under the Prevention of
Corruption Act, 1988,

(¢) inquire or causc, an inguiry or investigation to be made into any complaint
against any official belonging to such category of officials specified in sub-section (2)
wherein it is slleped that he bas commilled an offence under the Prevention of
Corruption Acl, 1988;

« (d) review the progress of investigations conducted by the Delhi Speeial Police
Establishment into offences alleged o have been commilied under the Prevention of
Corruption Act, 1988; J

() teview the progress of applieations pending with the competent authoritics for
sanction of prosceution under the Prevention ol Cortuption Act, 1988;

() tender advice to the Ceniral Governtnent, corporations estnblished by or vnder
any Central Act, Governmenl companics, sociclics and Joenl authoritics owuned or
controlled by the Centeal Government on such matters  ns mny be referted to it by thnt
Goverimient, said  Governiment companics, sociclics and local authoritics owned or
controlled by the Central Govermment or otherwisc;

\

(L) cxereise supetintendenee over the vigilnnee administtation of  the vatious
Ministrics of the Central Governmpent ox corporations established by or under any
Central Act, Government companics, sociclics and local authoritics owned or controlled

by that Governient.
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(2) The petsens referred to in clnuse (€) of sub-section (1) are ns (ollows:—
(a) Group "A" olficers of the Central Govemment;

(D) such level of officers of the cotporations established by or under any Central
Act, Governmenl companies, sociclics and other local authoritics, owned or
controlled by the Central Government, ss that Government may, by notification
in the Official Gazctte, speeify in this behalf:

Pravided that till such time a votification is issucd under this clause, all officers
of the said corporations, cempanics, socictics and  local authorities shall be deemed to
be the persons referred to in clause (¢) of sub-section (/).

S, (1) The proceedings of the Commission shall be conducled at its headquarters.

(2) The Commission shall obscrve such rules of procedure in regard (o the transaction
of the buziness as.may be provided by regnlntions.

(3) The Central Vigilance Commissioner, or, if for any reason he is vnable to attend
suy meeling of the Commission, the seniormost Vigilance Commissioner present ot e
meceting, shall preside at the meeling.

() No act or proceeding of the Commission shall be invalid merely by reason of—-
(a) any vacancy in, or any deleet in the constitution of) the Commission; or

(&) nny defeet it the appointment of a4 person acting as the Central Vigilance
Commissioner or as a Yigilanee Commissioner; or

(¢) rny ittcgularity in the procedure of the Conunission not alfecting the merits of
the ense.

1. () In the cvent of the occurrence of any vacancy in (he office of the Central
Vigilunce Commissioner by reason of his death, resignation or otherwise, the President
may, by notilication, authotise onc of the Vigilanee Commissioners 1o act as the Central
Vigilance Commissioner until the appointment of o new Central Vigilunce Commissioncr
to [ill such vacancy. '

() Wien the Central Vigilance Commissioner is unable to discharge his funclicns
owing to abscnce on leave or otherwise, such one of the Vigilance Cmumi:minncr..; as
the President may, by notification, authorise in this behalf, shall discharge the funetion:
of the Centml Vigilanee Commissioner until the date on which the Central Vigilonce

Commissioner resumes his duties,

L1 The Commission shall, while conducting any inquity referred to in elauses (D) and
(©) of sub-seetion (/) of section 8, have all the powers of o civil court trying a suil
wnder the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 nnd in patticular, in respeet of the following

mallees, namely -

(a) summoning snd enforeing the aticndance of any person from any part of Tndin
and examining hitn on oath;

() tequiring the discovery and production of any doeument
(€) reeeiving evidence on affidavils;

(el) requisitioning any public record or copy thereol from any court or office;

g ol

e
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(e) issuing commissions for the exnmination of wilnesses or decuments; and

(/) any other matter which may be preseribed.

12. The Commission shall be deemed to be a civil coutt for the putposcs of section
195 and Chapter XX V1 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 and cvery procecding
betore the Commission shall be deemed to be a judicial proceeding within the meaning
of scetions 193 and 228 and for the purposes ol scction 196 of the Indien Penal Code.

CHAFPIER 1V
EXPENSES AND ANMNUAL REPORT

13 The expenses of the Commission, including any salarics, allowances and pensions
paynble to or in respeet of the Central Vigilance Commissioner, the Vigilance
Commissioners, Scerctary and the  safl of the Commission, shall be charged on the
Consolidated Fund ol India.

14. (1) Tt shall be the duty of the Commission lo present annually to the President a
report as to the work done by the Commission.

(2) The report referred to in sub-scction (/) shall contain a scparate part on .lhc
functioning of the Delhi Speeial Police Establishment insofar as it relates lo sub-section
(1) of scction 4 of the Delhi Speeial Police Establishment Act, 1946.

(3) On'receipt of such rcport, the President shall cause the same to be laid before
cach House of Parliament,

CHAPTER V
MISCELLANEQUS

15. No suil, prosceution or other legal proceeding shall lic uﬁ';ninst the C‘omlmsmnn,
the Central Vigilance Commissioner, any Vigilance ('Ionums'slm.r.cr., the Sccrelary or
against any staff of the Commission in respeet of anything which is in good faith donc
or intended to be done under this Ordinance.
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